


H  ello students and community members,                                                                                           
On behalf of the City Council of the City of Commerce, I would like to thank you for 
participating in the annual City of Commerce Scholarship.  We are honoring and  

recognizing the academic achievements of our next generation of leaders. Together with our 
generous community partners, we are able to provide these bright and ambitious Commerce  
residents with the financial and moral support needed as they enter the hallowed halls of  
academia. 
 

We are proud of each scholar and look forward to all of the positive contributions they will make 
to our society.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said “The function of education is to teach one to 
think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true edu-
cation.” We certainly hope that our Commerce scholars not only grow as students, but also grow 
as well-rounded human beings. 
 

We congratulate you on continuing your education and pursuing your academic goals. Remember 
that you have the City of Commerce here to support you in your journey into higher education. 
Good Luck! 
 

Leonard Mendoza 
Mayor

Council Message

City Council

Leonard Mendoza 
Mayor

Oralia Y. Rebollo 
Mayor Pro Tem

Ivan Altamirano 
Councilmember

Hugo A. Argumedo 
Councilmember

John Soria  
Councilmember



O  n behalf of the Education Commission we are so happy to recognize the 47 students who are pur-
suing their higher education. 

We see your hard-work and perseverance in a year like no other. Your dedication to your own success is 
an inspiration.. Unfortunately, diligence is not always enough. The cost of college can be a barrier, but  it 
is our deep and sincere hope that this scholarship helps Commerce college students achieve their academic 
goals and cut the cost. 
  
For over 30 years, the City of Commerce Scholarship Program has shown that the City values higher edu-
cation and the opportunity to help residents pursuing a college degree. 
  
To our donors, we know this year has been a difficult one for many businesses, we are so grateful for your 
generosity and important donations. Only with your generosity is this program a success. 
  
We also would like to acknowledge all of the work that our dedicated Library staff puts into making this 
scholarship programs a success year after year. 
  
We also want to thank the City Council for their continued support of this invaluable program. 
  
Congratulations again to the scholarship recipients and their families!

Education Commission

F  elicidades/Congratulations to all the recipients of the 2021 City of Commerce Scholarship Program. 
You are points of light in a year with many challenges and difficulties. Your perseverance and       
dedication to look to the future and higher education.  You make the City of Commerce proud by 

your examples. To the donors, THANK YOU, for your generosity and your commitment to help Commerce 
residents attain a college degree. This program can only be successful because of people like you.  I wish 
you and your businesses much success as we look to a brighter future. 
 
Congratulations to the parents of our scholarship award recipients for all you have done and do for your  
children. This day also belongs to you. 
 
I wish you all the best as you begin your college career. Please remember that the Library is here for you 
with our many resources to help you. 
 
Adelante! 
  

Beatriz Sarmiento, Director of Library Services

Director of  Library Services
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   History of  the City of  Commerce  
Scholarship Program 

 
The City of Commerce Scholarship Program began in 1980.  In its earliest years, donations were given from 
local civic organizations and service clubs.  Scholarships ranged from $50-$300.  The program proved to be 
very successful and well received.  Before long, contributions began coming in from the business community, 
as well as from civic groups.  Scholarships increased both in the size of the award and in the number given.  
In 2021, scholarships ranging from $500-$3000 will be awarded to 47 Commerce residents. 
 
The Commerce City Council is dedicated to promoting education in the community and is happy to help 
make a college education more available to its residents.  Statistics from the National Center for Education 
indicate in 2016 the median earnings of young adults with a master's or higher degree were $64,100, some 
28 percent higher than those of young adults with a bachelor's degree ($50,000). In the same year, the median 
earnings of young adults with a bachelor's degree were 57 percent higher than those of young adult high 
school completers ($31,800).

F  orty-seven Commerce residents were awarded scholarships for the year 2021.  They represent a wide 
array of backgrounds, interests, and talents.  They represent our heritage and give us reason to be proud.  
They have many experiences and dreams set before them.  Collectively, they represent our future. 

 
           “If a man empties his purse into his head, no man can take it away from him.  An investment in 
knowledge always pays the best interest.”    - Ben Franklin

Winners.... at a Glance
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Commerce Casino & Hotel Scholars

2021 City of  Commerce Scholarship Program 
Scholars

David Pitones 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

Freshman 
Astrophysics, Aerospace Engineering 

Trojan Storage Scholar 
$3,000

Erik E. Herrera 
University of California, Berkeley 

Postgraduate 
Mathematics 

Commerce Casino Scholar 
$2,500

Jannine Mancilla 
California State University, Los Angeles 

Senior 
Anthropology 

Commerce Casino Scholar 
$3,000

Harvey Capital Scholar

Gabriel A. Segura 
University of California, Fullerton 

Freshman 
Cell Development 

Commerce Casino Scholar 
$3,000

Trojan Storage Scholars

Tony T. Trandafir 
Dickinson College 

Sophomore 
Law 

Trojan Storage Scholar 
$3,000

Erika E. Silva 
University of California, Riverside 

Freshman 
Computer Science 

Harvey Capital Scholar 
$3,000

TransTech Scholar

Natalia A. Rodriguez 
Cypress College 

Freshman 
Diagnostic Medical Sonographer 

TransTech Scholar 
$1,250



2021 City of  Commerce Scholarship Program 
Recipients

Gabrielle Ortega 
California State Polytechnic  

University, Pomona 
Junior 

Management in Human Resources 
$1,750 

Ariana Sainz 
California State University,  

Channel Islands 
Senior 
History 
$1,750 

Jesus Larios 
California State University, Fullerton 

Senior 
Applied Mathematics 

$1,250 
 

Allyssa A. Rodarte 
Biola University 

Junior 
Psychology 

$1,500 
 

Diego Castañeda 
California State Polytechnic  

University, Pomona 
Freshman 
Biology 
$,1500 

Celeste M. Lugo 
California State University, Fullerton 

Sophomore 
Undeclared 

$500 
 

Jorge R. Montes, II 
California State University, Fullerton 

Senior 
Kinesiology 

$500 
 

Sabrina Quintero 
California State University, Fullerton 

Senior 
Child and Adolescent  
Studies/Social Work 

$750 

Alexander J. Frias 
California State University,  

Long Beach 
Sophomore 

Nursing 
$1,500 

Crystal M. Nerio 
California State University,  

Long Beach 
Post Graduate 

Social Work 
$2,000 

Renaleyrenz Arellano 
California State University,  

Los Angeles 
Freshman 

Urban Learning 
$1,000 

Laryssa A. Gomez 
California State University,  

Los Angeles 
Sophomore 

Business Administration 
$1,000 



2021 City of  Commerce Scholarship Program 
Recipients

Stephanie Peraza-Romero 
California State University,  

Los Angeles 
Postgraduate 

Business Administration  
Human Resources 

$1,000 

Nicholas S. Sanchez 
California State University,  

Los Angeles 
Junior 

Sociology 
$1,250 

Esahu Villalvazo 
California State University,  

Los Angeles 
Sophomore 

Criminal Justice 
$750 

Anthony J. Rivera 
California State University,  

Northridge 
Freshman 

Civil Engineer 
$2,000 

Gianna J. Solorzano 
Cerritos College 

Sophomore 
Kinesiology 

$500 
 

Cassandra Martinez 
East Los Angeles College 

Junior 
Speech Disorders 

$500 
 

Alanna J. Solorzano 
East Los Angeles College 

Junior 
Psychology 

$750 
 

Xochitl Baltazar 
Grand Canyon University 

Junior 
Behavioral Health Science 

$750 
 

Desirae B. Kester 
Grand Canyon University 

Sophomore 
Childhood Education 

$500 
 

Cassandra Gama 
Humboldt State University 

Senior 
Liberal Studies 

$1,000 
 

Marcos C. Mendoza 
Marquette University 

Senior 
Criminology and Law Studies 

$500 
 

Miguel A. Hernandez Maravilla 
National University 

Postgraduate 
Communications 

$1,000 
 



2021 City of  Commerce Scholarship Program 
Recipients

Raul A. Lorenzano 
Rio Hondo College 

Sophomore 
Political Science 

$500 
 

Kevin R. Espinoza Pineda 
University of California, Berkeley 

Sophomore 
Business Administration 

$1,250 
 

Amanda Maldonado 
University of California, Davis 

Sophomore 
Biology 

$750 
 

Juan C. Mena, Jr. 
University of California, Davis 

Sophomore 
Chemical Engineering 

$1,000 
 

Cindy Argomaniz 
University of California, Irvine 

Postgraduate 
Education and Math 

$2,000 
 

Smyrna Caraveo 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Senior 
Public Affairs 

$1,750 
 

Tatiana J. Duckworth 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Senior 
Philosophy/Political Science 

$1,250 
 

Luis A. Frias 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Junior 
Computer Science 

$1,250 
 

Angel Mendoza 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Sophomore 
Cognitive Science 

$1,000 
 

Mayra Olivas Silva 
University of California, Los Angeles 

Postgraduate 
Pre-Med 
$1,000 

 

Jayda L. Silva 
University of California,  

Santa Barbara 
Sophomore 

Biology 
$1,000 

Jennifer P. Reyes 
University of La Verne 

Sophomore 
Political Science 

$1,500 
 



2021 City of  Commerce Scholarship Program 
Recipients

Diane Caraveo 
University of Southern California 

Postgraduate 
Teaching 
$1,500 

 

Karla J. De La Cruz 
University of Southern California 

Postgraduate 
Teaching 
$1,500 

 

Kiana M. Hernandez 
University of Southern California 

Junior 
Lifespan Health 

$1,500 
 

Chantal Y. Sotomayor 
University of Southern California 

Postgraduate 
Occupational Therapy 

$2,000



Our special thanks to this year’s Interview Panel and Appeals Board  

for their time and dedication to this year’s scholarship program.

Interview Panel

Dr. Jenny Galvez, Ed.D. 
Faculty Director  

LACCD Dolores Huerta Labor Institute 
  

Dr. Derek Terrell, Ed.D. 
Director of Member Engagement 

Coalition for College  
  

Heidi Townsend, MBA, MATD 
Sr. HR Manager, Training Employee  

Development 
Commerce Casino  

Barbara Martine 
President 

Datapage Inc. 
  

Appeals Board
 
 
 

Marini Lamoureux 
Educational Specialist 

Downey Unified School District

We would like to acknowledge these individual donors and  
ask you to patronize these businesses.

 
 
 
 
 

Commerce Hotel Casino 
6131 Telegraph Road 
Commerce, CA  90040 

$50,000 
 

 
 

Trojan Storage of Commerce, LLC 
TS Opp Zone Fund Commerce, 

LLC 
1732 Aviation Boulevard, Suite 217 

Redondo Beach, CA  90040 
$25,000 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Harvey Capital Corporation 
2333 Cotner Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA  90064 
$10,000 

 
 



We would like to acknowledge these individual donors and  
ask you to patronize these businesses.

 
 
 
 
 

TransTech Engineers, Inc. 
13367 Benson Avenue 

Chino, CA  91710 
$10,000 

 
 
 

Kim Seng Company 
6121 Randolph Street 
Commerce, CA  90040 

$1,288 
 
 

 
 

Duke Realty –  
Duke Construction LP 

877 River Crossing Boulevard 
Indianapolis, IN  46240 

$5,000 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AMVAC Chemical Corporation 
4100 E. Washington Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA  90023 
$1,000 

 

 
 
 
 

The GEHR Group –  
GEHR Commerce, LLC 
7400 E. Slauson Avenue 
Commerce, CA  90040 

$6,000 

 
 
 

Craig Realty Group - Citadel 
4100 MacArthur Boulevard,  

Suite 100 
Newport Beach, CA  92660 

$6,000 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LK Packaging 
6000 Sheila Street 

Commerce, CA  90040 
$750 

 

 
 
 

Adonis Beauty, Inc. 
Dba New Star Beauty Supply 

7225 E. Oxford Way 
Commerce, CA  90040 

$500 
 

 
 
 

Benjamin Ruiz 
Los Angeles, CA 

$500 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cabinhole.com, Inc. 
2424 Saybrook Avenue, Suite 101 

Commerce, CA  90040 
$500 

 
 

 
 
 
 

H.C. Foods Co., Ltd. 
6414 Gayhart Street 

Commerce, CA  90040 
$500 

 

 
 
 

Sister City Association  
of Commerce 

Commerce, CA  90040 
$500 



Email Mentor List

Diego Castañeda 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

Freshman 

Biology 

diegocastaneda300@gmail.com 

 

Gabrielle Ortega 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

Junior 

Management in Human Resources 

gortega3724@gmail.com 

 

Ariana Sainz 

California State University, Channel Islands 

Senior 

History 

ariana.sainz72@gmail.com 

 

Jesus Larios 

California State University, Fullerton 

Senior 

Applied Mathematics 

jesuslar0367@csu.fullerton.edu 

 

Sabrina Quintero 

California State University, Fullerton 

Senior 

Child and Adolescent Studies/Social Work 

squintero233@gmail.com 

 

Gabriel A. Segura 

University of California, Fullerton 

Freshman 

Cell Development 

seguragabriel937@gmail.com 

 

Alexander J. Frias 

California State University, Long Beach 

Sophomore 

Nursing 

alexander.frias@student.csulb.edu 

 

Crystal M. Nerio 

California State University, Long Beach 

Post Graduate 

Social Work 

c_nerio@yahoo.com 

 

Renaleyrenz Arellano 

California State University, Los Angeles 

Freshman 

Urban Learning 

arellanorenaleyrenz@gmail.com 

 

Jannine Mancilla 

California State University, Los Angeles 

Senior 

Anthropology 

mancilla.jannine@yahoo.com 

 

Stephanie Peraza-Romero 

California State University, Los Angeles 

Postgraduate 

Business Administration Human Resources 

stephanieperazaromero@gmail.com 

 

Nicholas S. Sanchez 

California State University, Los Angeles 

Junior 

Sociology 

nicksanchez2499@gmail.com 

 

Natalia A. Rodriguez 

Cypress College 

Freshman 

Diagnostic Medical Sonographer 

natalia.rz987@gmail.com 

 

Tony T. Trandafir 

Dickinson College 

Sophomore 

Law 

tonytrandafirt@gmail.com 

 



Email Mentor List

Alanna J. Solorzano 

East Los Angeles College 

Junior 

Psychology 

alannajames730@gmail.com 

 

Xochitl Baltazar 

Grand Canyon University 

Junior 

Behavioral Health Science 

baltazar.xochitl@yahoo.com 

 

Desirae B. Kester 

Grand Canyon University 

Sophomore 

Childhood Education 

desiraek1116@gmail.com 

 

Marcos C. Mendoza 

Marquette University 

Senior 

Criminology and Law Studies 

marcos.mendoza@marquette.edu 

 

Miguel A. Hernandez Maravilla 

National University 

Postgraduate 

Communications 

coachmiguelban@yahoo.com 

 

Kevin R. Espinoza Pineda 

University of California, Berkeley 

Sophomore 

Business Administration 

espinozak97@gmail.com 

 

Erik E. Herrera 

University of California, Berkeley 

Postgraduate 

Mathematics 

erherr628@gmail.com 

 

Juan C. Mena, Jr. 

University of California, Davis 

Sophomore 

Chemical Engineering 

jcmena13.8@gmail.com 

 

Cindy Argomaniz 

University of California, Irvine 

Postgraduate 

Education and Math 

cindyargomaniz@gmail.com 

 

Smyrna Caraveo 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Senior 

Public Affairs 

smyrnacaraveo@gmail.com 

 

Tatiana J. Duckworth 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Senior 

Philosophy/Political Science 

tduckworth00@g.ucla.edu 

 

Luis A. Frias 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Junior 

Computer Science 

luisfrias1423@gmail.com 

 

Angel Mendoza 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Sophomore 

Cognitive Science 

agel7213@g.ucla.edu 

 

Mayra Olivas Silva 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Postgraduate 

Pre-Med 

mayrasonrisa05@gmail.com 

 



Email Mentor List

Erika E. Silva 

University of California, Riverside 

Freshman 

Computer Science 

silvaaerikaa06@gmail.com 

 

Jayda L. Silva 

University of California, Santa Barbara 

Sophomore 

Biology 

silvaa.jaydaa@gmail.com 

 

Jennifer P. Reyes 

University of La Verne 

Sophomore 

Political Science 

jennifer.reyes2@laverne.edu 

 

Diane Caraveo 

University of Southern California 

Postgraduate 

Teaching 

diane.caraveo@aol.com 

 

Karla J. De La Cruz 

University of Southern California 

Postgraduate 

Teaching 

dlc.karla@gmail.com 

 

Kiana M. Hernandez 

University of Southern California 

Junior 

Lifespan Health 

kianaher@usc.edu 

 

Chantal Y. Sotomayor 

University of Southern California 

Postgraduate 

Occupational Therapy 

chantalsotomayor@yahoo.com 



City of  Commerce Public Library 
Literacy READs Staff 

Evelyn Diaz 
Literacy Program Manager 

Susana G. Rosales 
Senior Library Literacy Assistant

Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/COCPL.org 

 

 

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/CommerceLib 

 

 

Flicker:  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/commercelibrary/ 

 

 

Instagram:  
http://instagram.com/commercelibrary 

 

 

YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/user/commercelibrary/videos

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the City of Commerce Scholarship 
Program or if you would like more information, contact the: 

 
City of Commerce Public Library 

READs Center 
5655 Jillson Street, Commerce, California 90040 

(323) 722-6660 ext. 2823 
cocpl.org

Special Acknowledgement 
 
 



$50,000 
The Commerce Hotel·Casino 

 
$25,000 

Trojan Storage of Commerce, LLC  
 

$10,000 
Harvey Capital Corporation 
TransTech Engineers, Inc. 

 
$5,000 

Duke Realty – Duke Construction LP 
The GEHR Group - Citadel 

 
$1,288 

Kim Seng Company 
 

$1,000 
AMVAC Chemical Corporation 

Craig Realty Group- Citadel 
 

$750 
LK Packaging 

 

$500 
Adonis Beauty, Inc. Dba New Star Beauty Supply 

Benjamin Ruiz 
Cabinhole.com, Inc. 

H.C. Foods Co., LTD 
Sister City Association of Commerce 

 
$300 

Cal-Royal Products Inc. 
LG – Livart, Inc. 

 
$250 

MBD Inc. 
 

$200 
California Closeouts and Liquidations Inc. 

 
$100 

American Shower Door Corporation 
Anonymous Donor 
Beatriz Sarmiento

2021 City of  Commerce Scholarship 

The City of Commerce is proud to recognize the following  
donors for their generous contributions to the Commerce  

Scholarship Program.  


